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1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
Chairperson Gallagher called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
 
The following Task Force members were physically present:  
Barney Gallagher, Chair 
Peter Mulvaney, Vice-Chair (7:44 p.m.) 
Bob Breisblatt  
Lisa Brooks 
Sandy Culver (7:10 p.m.)  
Hall Healy 
Helyn Latham (7:10 p.m.) 
Linda Lin 
Catherine Procopi 
Larry Reilly 
Laurie Tuchman (7:59 p.m.) 
Jennifer Varela 
 
Absent 
Tina Hostert  
Joshua Markus 
 
Also present were: 
Jeff Mawdsley, Staff Liaison  
David Mau, Director of Public Works   
  

 
2. CONSIDERATION OF THE AUGUST 24, 2021 STF MEETING MINUTES         

Upon a motion made by Mr. Healy and seconded by Ms. Culver and the meeting minutes 
for August 24, 2021, were approved.  
 
At this point, Mr. Gallagher introduced the new Village staff liaison, Jeff Mawdsley, and the 
newly appointed Task Force member, Bob Breisblatt. Both offered short introductions. The 
other board members also introduced themselves briefly and discussed their backgrounds.  
 

3. LIBRARY WEBINAR PROGRAM PLANNING   
Mr. Gallagher said that the Leave the Leaves webinar will be next week. Mr. Gallagher also 
praised the mailer that went out that promoted the webinar.  
 
Mr. Gallagher said he had been in contact with Dr. Don Wuebbles of the University of Illinois 
who is planning a presentation on the recent United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change report for the January webinar. He said that Go Green Illinois has agreed to 
co-sponsor the event. He will work to finalize a date with Dr. Wuebbles.  
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Mr. Gallagher said for the February webinar, he was working on getting a speaker to present 
information about EV vehicles and the hurdles they face for widespread adoption.  
Mr. Gallagher said that the March and April slots were open. He entertained ideas about 
green gardens and natural plantings. Ms. Culver said that the Green Lawns Subcommittee 
would work on this.  
 
Mr. Healy said that Doug Tallamy will be presenting the Nature of Oaks on September 29, 
2021. 
 
Ms. Lin said that Scott Stone will be doing a presentation about biodiversity on November 16, 
2021.  
 
Mr. Gallagher asked about the marketing of the programs. Ms. Lin said the programs are 
being promoted through library channels. Mr. Varela asked that the Village push out 
information on their social media channels. Mr. Mawdsley said he would make sure that 
would happen.  
 
Mr. Gallagher summarized the upcoming webinars.  

 
4. PROPOSAL FOR UNDERTAKING A SUSTAINABILITY SURVEY    

 
Mr. Gallagher said he and Ms. Hostert had discussed if there was survey data about Village 
residents’ attitudes about sustainability and support of sustainable practices. Ms. Varela said 
that the Village may have been some survey information already collected about this.  
 
Mr. Gallagher said the Village has some tools to do quick, short surveys. Mr. Gallagher asked 
Ms. Brooks if survey results would be valuable in terms of helping the Park District Board 
make decisions. Ms. Brooks said probably not.  
 
Mr. Mau said that the Village staff would find the previous survey data. He also said that 
there were still slots in the Village’s flash survey account and that a high-level survey could 
be used to gauge general attitudes.  
 
Mr. Healy suggested that the GSTF start with a high-level survey and use those results to 
conduct a more in-depth survey later.  
 
Mr. Gallagher said that his vision of the survey would gauge the public’s opinion about things 
like willingness to pay a little extra for an event that featured more sustainable practices, like 
compostable eating utensils. Mr. Breisblatt asked if any of these organizations had cost 
comparison data. Mr. Gallagher said that Ms. Hostert is working on this. Mr. Breisblatt said 
that having more specificity in the survey would provide more valuable data and allow the 
GSTF to approach organizations about adopting different sustainable practices. Mr. Gallagher 
agreed.  
 
Mr. Healy said that if we knew that any community organization was going to do a survey, 
it would be good to piggyback on those surveys with our survey questions. Mr. Healy said 
that there was also a survey done of business owners in 2016 of their practices.  
 
Mr. Reilly said he found the results of the 2019 survey on the Village website, and it has some 
general information on attitudes on sustainability.  
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Mr. Gallagher wrapped up the discussion by echoing Bob’s comments about the need for 
comparison information. He also said that reviewing historic survey data would also be very 
useful. The Public Awareness subcommittee would work on this further.  
 
 

5. MEMBERSHIP/RE-ORGANIZATION      
 
Mr. Gallagher said that the goal was to get more people involved in Task Force activities, but 
not necessarily have more members of the Task Force. The idea was that the Task Force would 
serve as a board to provide oversight and set the direction, and people could participate 
through the subcommittees. Mr. Gallagher asked if renaming and rebranding the GSTF 
would be appropriate. Ms. Lin said that the GSTF would have to conform to the Open 
Meetings Act, and that adopted a board structure may require the need for by-laws.  
 
Mr. Mulvaney said the overall goal was to make the committee more accessible and increase 
participation. His idea is to keep the formal membership small, and that everyone else would 
be considered volunteers. Mr. Mulvaney said that people may be discouraged to participate 
due to the formality of the process to become a member of the GSTF.  
 
Mr. Breisblatt, as the newest member, said he did not find the process intimidating. He 
suggested a model like Family Services, in which non-members of the board do not have 
official responsibilities, but participate in specific programs or events that they are interested 
in. There was some discussion about how the committee was viewed by the Village at large. 
Ms. Lin proposed that the Public Awareness subcommittee work on a plan to be more 
inclusive and attract more members. Mr. Gallagher agreed. He also said Ms. Hostert was 
putting together a marketing piece that would give short descriptions of each subcommittee. 
Some of the subcommittees had already submitted information to her.  
 
Mr. Reilly suggested having informal activities and events that would also serve as a way to 
talk about GSTF and promote participation. The consensus was that an informal event was a 
good idea. The members thought that doing an event before the end of the year would be 
important. Mr. Reilly volunteered to take the lead to organize this.   
 
At this point, Mr. Reilly gave an update on the Friends of the Green Bay Trail. Mr. Reilly said 
he volunteered to be a liaison between that group and the GSTF. The GSTF was supportive of 
this.  
 

 
6. LEAVE THE LEAVES CAMPAIGN AND LEAF BLOWER RESOLUTION    

  
There was some discussion of the Leave the Leaves mailer.  Ms. Latham said that this was a 
first step in implementing a ban on gas-powered leaf blowers. She said that Mr. Healey has 
also put together a plan that would result in the Village Board implementing a ban on gas-
powered leaf blowers that would take full effect in 2024. Ms. Culver reviewed some of 
Winnetka’s progress on their ban. Mr. Mulvaney gave his thoughts on the proposal saying 
that it was solid and could even be more aggressive.  
 
Mr. Gallagher voiced a concern that since Glencoe is a smaller community, our ban on gas-
powered leaf blowers may not be very effective. He suggested that Glencoe take the lead in 
getting other communities to also adopt this ban. He said that it might make it more 
palatable for the board to adopt a ban if other communities were also following suit.  
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Mr. Mulvaney said he would support putting together a multi-year plan to get Glencoe’s 
ban established. He also said he supported engaging other communities to enact their own 
ban. Ms. Latham said we’ve had some conversations with advocacy groups in neighboring 
communities. Mr. Gallagher asked Mr. Mau how that contact could be initiated. Mr. Mau 
said that it would start on a staff level to communicate and gauge interest among the 
various elected boards.  
 
There was some discussion about how to present the leaf-blower ban to the Village Board. 
Mr. Mulvaney made a motion to finalize the plan and forward it to the Village Board. Ms. 
Culver seconded. On roll call, all voted yes. The motion passed.   

 
7. SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)    

A. Carbon Reduction: Mr. Reilly said he noticed new anti-idling signs near the schools. Mr. 
Mau confirmed the Village installed them at all the schools, and still had some others to 
install. Mr. Reilly also asked about the status of obtaining usage data from utility 
companies. Mr. Gallagher said that we had the ComEd data but not natural gas usage 
data. Mr. Mawdsley said he would follow up with this. Mr. Reilly said that the 
Northbrook library has some energy usage tools for residents. Mr. Gallagher said he 
would like to meet separately with Mr. Reilly and Ms. Lin to discuss this.  
 
Ms. Culver asked if there was any way to measure the effectiveness of the anti-idling 
signs. Ms. Latham said that she has observed no changes in behavior. She asked if the 
City had any policies about anti-idling. Mr. Mau said the Village had an anti-idling 
policy and will send out reminders to the staff. Ms. Lin said that Mr. Reilly had drafted 
an educational piece featuring Ruby on anti-idling for the schools to distribute, but it 
needed to be edited. Mr. Reilly will revisit this.  

 
B. Green Lawns: Mr. Healy reported that that STF had received 21 entries in the 

hummingbird feeder raffle. Winners will be selected soon. Mr. Healy also reported that 
they had solicited quotes for producing a Ruby the Hummingbird costume, and prices 
ranged from $5,000 to $8,000. There was some discussion about how to use the mascot 
costume effectively. There was some discussion about using Ruby as the symbol on 
educational and marketing pieces before purchasing the costume. If successful, it could 
help get contributions from other agencies to offset the cost of purchasing a costume. 
Before the next meeting, the subcommittee will develop a plan to help increase Ruby’s 
exposure.  
 

C. Trees and Ravines: Mr.  Gallagher said that he is still waiting for the Lake County report, 
which is about a year late. Mr. Mawdsley confirmed that the Village was reviewing 
sample tree ordinances.  
 

D. Recycling and Waste Reduction: There was some discussion about Simple Recycling’s 
service and what they do with materials they recycle.  

 
 

8. GLENCOE COMMUNITY BOARD AND COMMITTEE UPDATES (AS NEEDED)      
 

A. Village: Mr. Mulvaney reported that the Village Board was receptive to the idea of 
allowing the raising of hens in back yards. Mr. Mau said that Village staff will be 
developing a draft ordinance. Ms. Lin expressed concern about waste from chickens. 
Mr. Mulvaney said that the Village could include standards of cleanliness. Mr. Reilly 
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asked they would be allowed on most lots since he believed that chickens needed a 
significant amount of room. Mr. Mau said staff would be looking at that. Ms. Procopi 
expressed concern about neighboring pets or other animals predating the chickens. 
Mr. Mawdsley said that other communities had included provisions that addressed 
this. The chicken coop question is being evaluated by Staff and it will be reported on 
at the next STF meeting. 

B. Library: Ms. Lin said that the basement construction project is complete, and they will 
be accepting book donations again starting in October. A book sale event will 
hopefully be scheduled for March. Ms. Lin also shared the findings of boards research 
that found that digital content is typically more expensive than paper counterparts. 
The Library Board was looking at shifting to a greater emphasis on digital content for 
things like new releases whose popularity wanes after a few months, which would 
lower the amount of paper generated.  

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS        
 There was no other business brought before the GSTF.   
 
10. PUBLIC COMMENT TIME              

Mr. Mawdsley read a public comment from Mr. Brad Levison from 1030 Sheridan. He asked 
the GSTF to initiate a pollinator’s pledge campaign like Evanston. He also advocated for 
more milkweed and native planting to support monarch butterflies. Mr. Mau added that 
some of the landscaping around Village Hall will be replaced with native landscaping and a 
pollinator garden.  
 

11. CLOSING FAREWELL AND ADJOURN          
Then there being no further business to come before the GSTF, a motion to close the meeting 
was made by Mr. Mulvaney and seconded by Ms. Culver. The meeting was adjourned at 
9:06 p.m. 
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